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the middle of the stream, he was surprised, and having
barked and jumped into the river, he began to swim
[after us]. I sent a skiff for him, at last having seized
[the faithful animal], they conveyed him into the ship.
One month passed in safety on the river; somehow,
my second brother became enamoured of my slave girl.
One day, he thus spoke to our eldest brother, that,
* to bear the load of our younger brother's favours is
very shameful; what remedy shall we apply to this
[evil] ?' The eldest answered, c I have formed a plan
in my mind ; if it can be executed, it will be a great
thing.' Both at last consulted together, and settled it
between them to destroy me, and seize all my property
and goods.

"One day, I was asleep in the cabin, and the female
slave was shampooing1 me, when my second brother
came in hastily and awaked me. I started up in a
hurry, and came forth [on deck]. This dog also fol-
lowed me. I saw my eldest brother leaning on his
hands against the vessel's side, and intensely looking
at the wonders of the river, and calling out to me. I
went up to him and said, ' is all well ?' He answered,
"Behold this strange sight; mermen are dancing in
the stream, with pearl, oysters, and branches of coral
in their hands.' If any other had related this circum-
stance so contrary to reason, I should not, indeed, have
believed it. I imagined what my brother said to be
true, and bent down my head to look at it. How

1 A grateful and luxurious operation in the warm climate of India, more
especially after the fatigue of travelling. Shampooing is a word of uncertain
etymology; the French have a better term, masser. The natives say it has
a physical advantage, as it quickens their languid circulation j perhaps they
are right.